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comparative	 philosophy,	 which	 deals	 with	
topics	 in	 Western	 and	 Eastern/Islamic	 phi-
losophies.	 This	 project	 gathered	 together	
distinguished	 scholars	 such	 as	 David	 Bur-

















tradition	 or	 in	 cross-cultural	 fashion	 as	Ali	
Paya	 underwent	 through	 his	 whole	 project,	
according	to	one	of	the	“patriarchs”	of	com-
parative	 philosophy,	 P.	 T.	 Raju,	 author	 of	
Introduction to Comparative Philosophy,	
means	 that	 “this	 need	 to	 understand	 is	 no	
longer	 a	 matter	 of	 mere	 intellectual	 curios-
ity	 but	 of	 survival”.	Also,	 P.	T.	Raju	 under-




tions	 and	makes	 the	 importance	 of	 the	 task	
undertaken	 by	 himself	 and	 involved	 con-
tributors	more	evident.	All	the	papers	in	this	
volume	 deal	 with	 issues	which	 are	 of	 great	













about	 the	 ‘comparativists’	 (i.e.	 practitioners	
of	comparative	philosophy,	those	involved	in	
the	intellectual	enterprise	of	comparing	views	
and	 ideas	 from	 two	 different	 philosophical	
traditions,	those	getting	engaged	in	the	task	of	
critical	comparison	of	philosophers),	who	can	
agree	 and	 sign	with	 both	 their	 hands	 some-
thing	as	a	maxim:	the	more	diverse	and	differ-
ent	the	interlocutors’	intellectual	frameworks,	
















the	modern	 world	 –	 through	 the	 process	 of	
dialogue	 and	 more	 than	 meticulous	 textual	
analysis,	 namely,	 interpersonal	 and	 intercul-
tural	 exchanges	 based	 on	 respect	 of	 differ-
ences,	openness	and	tolerance,	which	started	















paradigm	 of	 thinking	 in	 international	 rela-
tions,	as	well	as	inventing	new	vision	for	the	
rising	world	 order	 of	 harmonic	 coexistence,	
since	 it	 is	obvious	 that	we	must	 redirect	 the	
modern	world	to	liberate	it	from	its	obsession	
with	 progress	 and	 individualism.	 Needless	
to	 say,	 based	 on	 an	 extensive	 bibliographic	
research,	 field	 studies,	 and	 contributions	 by	





















and	 conflicts.	This	 is	 an	 important	 question	
for	 the	 development	 of	 a	 cultural	 pluralism	
hic et nunc	 to	 stand	 against	 the	 prevailing	
tunnel	images	of	the	world	and	the	parochial	
consciousness	 of	 small-town	 philosophy	 or	
the	philosophy	of	a	Muslim	residential	alley.
David	Burrell,	in	his	essay	on	“Aquinas	and	




in	 his	 doctoral	 thesis	 Being and Existence 
in Sadra and Heidegger: A Comparative 
Ontology	 (International	 Institute	 of	 Islamic	
Thoughts	 and	 Civilization,	 Kuala	 Lumpur,	




existence.	 In	 Burrell’s	 exploration	we	 have,	
once	 again,	 testimony	 of	 the	 centrality	 of	
existence	in	the	works	of	two	giants	of	spirit	
from	 distant	 epochs,	 suggesting	 how	Mulla	
Sadra’s	 development	 becomes	 relevant	 to	






University,	Washington,	D.	 C.,	 1997)	 and	 a	
large	 number	 of	 similar	 projects	 conducted	
in	 the	meantime,	which	 bear	witness	 to	 the	





Lenn	 Goodman,	 in	 “Ghazzali	 and	 the	 Phi-
losophers:	 The	 Defence	 of	 Causality”,	 ex-




doctoral	thesis	on	Al-Ghazalis Philosophie im 
Vergleich mit Descartes	 (Comparison of Al-
Ghazali’s Philosophy with that of Descartes,	
Frankfurt/M.,	 1992),	 another	 testimony	 of	
emerging	 networking,	 regardless	 of	 what	
one	may	 think	 of	 the	 two	men’s	 conflicting	
views.
In	 his	 paper	 “Averroes’	 Aristotelian	 Soul”	
Roy	Jackson	deals	with	the	nature	of	soul	and	
Ibn	Rushd’s	striving	to	equate	an	Aristotelian	
concept	 of	 the	 soul	with	 the	Qur’ānic	 view	
–	a	strategy	for	producing	an	account	which,	
while	remaining	true	to	canons	of	rationality	









to	 the	 question	 simultaneously:	 “What	 has	
Athens	to	do	with	Mecca?”
In	his	first	paper	Muhammad	Kamal	discusses	






of	 knowing	 are	 compared	with	Heidegger’s	
by	 other	 authors	 as	 well	 (his	 grand	 philo-
sophical	system	which	he	calls	“transcendent	
wisdom”	 –	al-hikmah al-muta’aliya).	 In	 his	
second	 paper	 Kamal	 broadens	 his	 explora-
tion	of	Mulla	Sadra’s	 treatment	 from	a	 new	






Mulla	 Sadra:	 The	 Mystical	 Journey	 to	 Be-
ing”).	Kamal	 combines	 the	 new	 ontological	




Mahmoud	 Khatami’s	 paper	 contains	 three	
interrelated	marginal	or	preliminary	remarks	
(contextuality,	 normativity,	 and	 criticality)	
provided	 for	 a	 meta-theory	 of	 comparative	
philosophy,	 critical	 comparative	 philosophy	
studies,	 which	 indicates	 a	 meta-study	 con-
cerning	 philosophy	 of	 comparison,	 as	 well	
as	 the	 fact	 that	 they	 claim	 to	 be	 a	 cultural-
based	 discipline	 of	 comparative	 philosophy	
itself.	 His	 major	 distinction	 in	 this	 essay	 is	
his	 outsider/insider	 approaches	 to	 compara-
tive	philosophy,	i.e.	the	shift	from	the	Orien-
talistic	 view	 (outsider	 view)	 to	 the	 cultural-
based	model	(cultural	identity)	of	this	way	of	
thinking,	while	the	third	remark	is	criticality	
that	 “not	 only	 question	 what	 is	 outside	 the	
intellectual	tradition	of	their	inquiry,	but	also	
critique	the	intellectual	tradition”.	Definitely,	
























comparison	 of	 Charles	 Sanders	 Peirce’s	 ty-
chism	 (proposed	 in	 opposition	 to	 necessi-
tarianism),	 on	 the	 one	 hand,	 and	 Ibn	 Sina’s	






ion	 and	 with	 a	 comparative	 account	 of	 the	
notion	of	the	possible,	in	his	paper	“The	Pos-
sible	Worlds	 of	Avicenna	 and	Leibniz”	 Sari	
Nusseibeh	expresses	his	 thankfulness	 to	 the	
editor	 of	 this	 anthology	 for	 his	 numerous	
insightful	 corrections	 and	 remarks.	 Actu-
ally,	 he	 tackles	 the	 following	 issue	 through	
the	lens	of	modern	analytic	philosophy:	How	
does	our	view	of	God as a First Cause	and	a	
Self-Sufficient Being,	according	 to	Avicenna	
and	Leibniz	(as	“intellectual	 interlocutors”),	
affect	 our	 understanding	 of	 our	 role	 in	 the	
world	as	free	and	culpable	agents,	especially	
taking	into	account	that	they	lived	700	years,	
5000	 kilometres,	 and	 two	 cultures	 and	 reli-
gions	apart?
Ali	Paya,	 the	editor	of	 this	anthology,	 in	his	
paper	 “Scepticism	 and	 the	 Problem	 of	 Ac-
quiring	 Genuine	 Knowledge:	 Ghazzali	 and	
Popper”,	 compares	 and	 contrasts	 the	 episte-
mological	approaches	of	these	two	prominent	
thinkers.	At	 first	 glance,	 it	would	 seem	 that	
they	are	poles	apart.	His	main	goal	 is	 to	ex-
plore	 some	 aspects	 of	 the	 epistemological	
projects	of	these	two	thinkers,	as	well	as,	on	
closer	 inspection,	 to	 reveal	 many	 interest-





Latimah-Parvin	 Peerwani	 compares	 Mulla	
Sadra	 and	Meister	 Eckhart,	 which	 is	 a	 part	
of	 the	 project	 of	making	 links	 between	 dis-
tant	philosophical-theological-mystical	tradi-
tions.	 Something	 similar	 has	 been	 done,	 for	
instance,	 by	 Ueda	 Shizuteru	 in	 his	 doctoral	
thesis	Die Gottesgeburt in der Seele und der 
Durchbruch zur Gottheit. Die mystische An-
thropologie Meister Eckharts und ihre Kon-



















demonstrates	 very	 well	 in	 this	 paper	 with	
concrete	examples	of	originality,	ones	that	are	











completely	 acknowledge	 the	 value	 of	 open-
ness	 and	 cultural	 diversity	 and	 to	 revitalize	
Islamic	 discourse	 in	 this	 regard	 once	more.	
This	 anthology	 could	 not	 have	 come	 at	 a	
better	moment;	 it	 fills	 the	gap	 and	provides	
copious	references	for	further	study	as	really	
ground-breaking	 in	 this	 regard.	 The	 author	
of	 this	 review	 would	 like	 to	 recommend	 it	
whole-heartedly	 for	 its	 inclusion	 in	 courses	
of	comparative	philosophy.	Its	vantage	point	
and	 its	 aim	 to	 support	 inter-traditional	 con-
structive	engagement	 in	our	more	and	more	
interdependent	 world	 bear	 witness	 to	 the	
need	for	crucial	mutual	understanding,	which	











tributions	 of	Muslim	 thinkers	 to	 world	 phi-
losophy,	now	available	for	the	first	time	in	its	
paperback	edition,	The Biographical Encyclo-




philosophers,	 theologians,	 and	 mystics	 who	
contributed	to	its	nascence	and	development.	
Its	 first	 edition	 (Continuum,	 London,	 2006,	
736	pages;	also	an	electronic,	searchable	edi-
tion	of	the	same	work)	was	well	received	but	
also	 very	 expensive,	 which	 was	 the	 reason	




tor,	Oliver	Leaman,	 and	 thirty-nine	 scholars	
and	 researchers,	The Biographical Encyclo-








clude	 Hans	 Daiber’s	 existing	 Bibliography 










compiling	 a	work	 that	will	 help	 to	 alleviate	
the	 pervasive	 lack	 of	 knowledge	 on	 Islamic	
thought	 and	 culture	 in	 the	English-speaking	
world,	 because	 of	 its	 poor	 treatment.	 How-
ever,	 this	 largely	overlooked	area	has	 a	 real	
potential	to	present	enlightening	insights	into	
the	 development	 of	 Western	 thought	 as	 al-
ready	presented	in	the	work	of	the	late	profes-
sor	A.-T.	Tymieniecka,	as	well	as	contributing	
to	 contemporary	 discussions	 on	 philosophy	
and	theology	in	general	through	constructive	
engagement	of	comparative	philosophy.	The	
editor	 himself,	 in	 showing	 its	 contemporary	
relevance,	 has	 undertaken	 an	 important	 task	
so	that	the	status	of	Islamic	philosophy	may	








constitute	 a	 comprehensive	 list	 of	 all	 those	
who	could	be	described	as	such	(the	average	
entry	 is	 about	 500	 words	 long;	 the	 shorter	








and	 includes	 a	 great	 deal	 of	 relevant	 mate-
rial.
